
APPENDIX 1

CARLISLE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Carlisle Highways and Transport Working Group held 
on Wednesday, 12 February 2020 at 10.00 am at Cabinet Meeting Room, Cumbria 
House, Botchergate, Carlisle, CA1 1RD

PRESENT:

Mr R Watson (Chair)

Mr J Bell
Mr RW Betton
Mr LN Fisher
Mr S Higgs

Mr J Mallinson (Vice-Chair)
Mrs V Tarbitt
Mr C Weber

Also in Attendance:-

Mr K Crawley - Traffic Management Team Leader (East)
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Mr K Poole - City Engineer (Carlisle City Council)
Mr G Scott - Local Area Highways Network Manager

43 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Mr N Christian.

44 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Working Group held on 3 December 2019 were 
confirmed as circulated.

45 2019/20 HIGHWAYS BUDGET/PROGRAMME PROGRESS REPORT

Members considered a report by the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which presented the Highways Revenue, Devolved Capital and Non-
Devolved Capital budget finance reports, combined with the highways programme 
progress information.

The local Member for Longtown asked if there was any further information available 
regarding Cambeck Hill.  Officers advised members that the Authority was in 
negotiations with the landowner and would keep the local Member updated.



A discussion took place regarding Victoria Viaduct, Carlisle.  Members were 
informed that City and County Council officers were working collaboratively on this 
matter and were advised of a potential date for the re-opening of the road.  During 
the course of discussion the Working Group emphasised the need for engagement 
with the public once a definite agreement had been reached regarding the 
re-opening of the road.

RECOMMENDED, that the following be noted:-

(1) the revenue and capital budget allocations for 2019/20 
and the commitments and expenditure (recorded in 
Appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report);

(2) the programme progress information (as detailed in 
Appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report);

(3) the Highways Revenue budget has been split for use 
against various budget headings;

(4) the available Devolved Capital budget has increased by 
£14,416;

(5) £182,000 has been deducted from Reported Defects 
Planned Works Programme budget heading;

(6) Combined (£14,416 + £182,000) this results in £196,416 
of funding to allocate to the programme;

(7) £100,000 has been added to the Pre-Surface Treatment 
Works Programme budget heading;

(8) £68,416 has been added to the Footway Maintenance 
Works Programme budget heading;

(9) £28,000 has been added to the Drainage Maintenance 
Works Programme budget heading.

46 DRAFT CARLISLE HIGHWAYS REVENUE BUDGET 2020/21

Members considered a report by the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which set out the draft 2020/2021 Highway Maintenance Revenue 
budget for the Carlisle Local Committee.

The Working Group was informed that the draft 2020/2021 Highways Revenue 
budget allocation to the Carlisle Local Committee was expected to be £1,366,694; 
which was the same as the allocation in previous years.



The report requested the Highways and Transportation Working Group to note and 
recommend that Local Committee agree and keep under review the distribution of 
resources among the budget headings within the Highway Maintenance Revenue 
budget.

The Working Group requested that weed spraying be included as a separate budget 
heading instead of being part of ‘Verge Maintenance’.  During the course of 
discussion members asked for an update on the use of the weed spraying 
machinery by the City Council and the Local Area Highways Network Manager 
agreed to investigate this matter and report back.

A discussion took place as to whether the use of excess revenue accrued from 
on-street penalty charge notices could be made available as additional funding for 
road marking maintenance.  The Local Area Highways Network Manager confirmed 
this was not a budget which was devolved to the Local Committee.

The local Member for Botcherby raised his concerns regarding the postponed 
Durranhill Viaduct scheme and was informed by officers this scheme was not within 
the remit of the Working Group or Local Committee.  The Chair of the Local 
Committee agreed to speak to the local Member following the meeting.

RECOMMENDED, that Local Committee agree and keep under review the draft 
2020/2021 Devolved Highways Revenue Maintenance budget 
allocations for 2020/2021 (as detailed in Appendix 1 to the 
report).

47 DRAFT DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2020/21

Members received a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which sought a recommendation from the Highways and Transport 
Working Group that the Local Committee agree the Draft Devolved Highways 
Capital budget allocations for 2020/2021.

During the course of discussion members requested further information on the 
removal of grass verges and the Non Devolved Capital budget.  The Local Area 
Highways Network Manager agreed to include this information in his report to Local 
Committee.  

RECOMMENDED, that 

(1) the Working Group notes and considers the proposed 
budget allocations and recommends that the Local 
Committee agree and keep under review the Highways 
Draft Capital budget allocations for 2020/2021 (as 
detailed in Appendix 1 attached to the report) subject to 
confirmation of the budget allocation by Cabinet in 
February 2020;



(2) the Working Group notes the proposed schemes and 
recommends that the Local Committee note the proposed 
schemes being delivered under the proposed budget 
allocations (referred to in Appendix 2) subject to 
confirmation of the budget allocation by Cabinet in 
February 2020.

48 LOWTHER STREET BUILD OUT

The Working Group considered a report by the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which informed members of a proposal to amend the ‘Build Out’ on 
Lowther Street.  It was recommended that there was no change but sought to inform 
members as to the reasons behind the recommendation.

Officers confirmed that, at present, the resurfacing works on Lowther Street were 
scheduled to take place in Spring 2020.  Members emphasised the need to liaise 
with Carlisle City Council regarding any proposed schemes they had in the area 
prior to the resurfacing taking place.

During the course of discussion concerns were raised regarding existing crossing 
points on Lowther Street.  Members were informed that, at the request of Cumbria 
Police, a camera survey had recently been completed at one end of the street and 
the information had been submitted to the Police for analysis.

Members were informed of other, more comprehensive studies which were ongoing 
that would visit the issues associated with vehicle and pedestrian movements in the 
City and, therefore, recommended that no changes should be made.

RECOMMENDED, that

(1) the report be noted;

(2) no changes are made to the Lowther Street build-out 
during the upcoming works and that other ongoing 
Transport and Movement study work for Borderlands, 
High Street Fund and the Station development will 
explore the issues both here on Lowther Street and 
elsewhere.

49 PARKING ISSUES ON WINGATE ROAD AND SURROUNDING AREAS

The Working Group considered a report by the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided an update of the ongoing parking issues that were 
continuing to be experienced on Wingate Road, Carlisle.  The report also outlined 
the options for parking management on this road and the implications for the rest of 
the surrounding area, should these be introduced.



Members were informed that due to unforeseen circumstances the meeting 
scheduled with Harrison and Hetherington to discuss the matter had been 
postponed and would now take place on 2 March 2020.  It was agreed the Traffic 
Management Team Leader would give a verbal update on the outcome of the 
meeting at Carlisle Local Committee on 11 March 2020.

RECOMMENDED, that the report be noted.

50 REVIEW OF FORWARD PLAN

The Forward Plan was noted.

Members were informed that the CRASH Group had received data from a speed 
survey undertaken on Carleton Road, Carlisle.  It was explained that no 
enforcement was proposed as the figures fell below the required criteria.

51 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting of the Working Group would take place on 
Tuesday 14 April 2020 at 10.00 am at Cumbria House, Botchergate, Carlisle.

The meeting ended at 11.10 am


